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Synopsis

An all-new holistic approach to identifying shorebirds.A Join the experts in birding by impression, a
revolutionary approach to bird identification. Experienced birders use the most easily observed
characteristics & ” size, structure, behavior, and general color patterns a ” to identify birds even
before looking carefully at plumage details. Now birders at all levels can learn how to identify
shorebirds quickly and simply. This guide includes more than 870 stunning color photographs,
starting with a general impression of the species and progressing to more detailed images of the
bird throughout its life cycle. Quiz questions in the captions will engage and challenge all birders

and help them benefit from this simplified, commonsense approach to identification.
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Customer Reviews

If you are a real shorebird enthusiast, or simply enjoy looking at great bird photographs, this would
be a great book for you. If you want a straightforward reference for field identification, this may not
be the book for you. The book has two main sections: Species Photos (with copious identification
notes and range maps, and Species Accounts. The photo section is subdivided into "Domestic
Species" and ""Rarities and Regional Specialties". The photos in the book are wonderful, so it is fun
to look through even if you are not trying to learn anything. Many of the photos are excellent for
learning how to identify particular species and many others help to illustrate particular behaviors.
Other photos are beautiful, but not very useful for illustrating identification features or behavior. The
text is also excellent. Although the authors profess to use a holistic approach to identification, there

is plenty of attention to specific details. For example, in the notes for the White-rumped Sandpiper:



"all plumages may show unique reddish or brownish base to lower mandible". Many photos show
multiple species and there are little quizzes mixed in with the identification notes.| often carry this
book in my car when I'm out birding, but the book would be rather large and heavy to carry in the
field. | dislike the separate sections for "Domestic Species" and "'Rarities and Regional Specialties".
It would be much easier to compart similar species (like Wilson’s Snipe and Common Snipe) if the
photos for the two species were adjacent to eachother. | find the quizzes are fun, but they may not
be to everyone’s taste. Taking quizzes would be fine for home, but the quizzes might just get in the
way if you were trying to use this bood in the field.
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